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Landscape & Biodiversity Member Champion Report to NPA, 11 February 2022

I attended the following meetings as member representative of BBNPA.

1. River Wye Nutrient Management Board, 19 January 2022

Martin Williams (Vice Chair NFU Herefordshire), attending Wye NMB for the first time, told 
us that 250 Herefordshire farmers (10% of 2500 farmers across the county) have signed up 
to 'own the Phosphate problem' and join in taking necessary remedial actions. MW has 
invited two Environment Agency Exec Directors and Rebecca Pow MP (Defra Minister of 
State) who will visit the Wye catchment on 10 February to meet stakeholders and discuss 
issues on the ground, including possibility of a pilot Landscape Scale ELMs project.

NRW told us they engage with FUW, NFU Cymru and others through the Wales Land 
Management Forum, but that appears to have had limited effect on cross-border 
collaboration.

Pyrolysis - We received a presentation by https://www.powerandwater.com/ from Harry 
Cowan to introduce its proprietary pyrolysis system for transforming chicken manure into 
biochar and solid fertiliser. This is unproven and yet to be taken up by the industry or Dwr 
Cymru Welsh Water and Severn Trent Water for sewage sludge.

Ammonia - We received a presentation by Sue Buckingham, Natural England (NE) 
Catchment Sensitive Farming (CSF) lead officer on the impact of ammonia and nitrogen 
deposition. Issues driving excess Phosphate load are also increasing Ammonia emissions to 
air impacting the condition state of designated sites (e.g. SSSIs/SACs/SPAs). Doubts were 
raised about whether national (UK) emissions targets will be sufficient to influence change at 
regional cross-border/county level given current livestock numbers.  

Update on regulatory measures - Environment Agency (EA) has received funding for 4 
additional FTE enforcement officers to join 2 existing FTE in Wye catchment from February 
'22 with capacity for 400+ farm inspections/year. EA has also acquired more funding for real-
time water quality monitoring and use of drones for remote surveillance. NE has appointed 6 
FTE new CSF advisers to work in the Wye catchment from February '22.

Mandate to progress a Water Protection Zone - NMB voted narrowly in favour of a 
proposal from the Chair (Cllr Elissa Swinglehurst) to initiate a 'glidepath' towards 
establishing a statutory Water Protection Zone across the Wye catchment. 

Afon Llynfi investigation - NRW reported no further action taken on the 2021 pollution 
incident because of insufficient evidence to link pollution/mass fish kill event to source, but a 
more recent incident review has concluded 'lessons learned' that will be applied across 
Wales, particularly in Powys.

2. Water Resources West Stakeholder Workshop, 26 January 

46 participants attended from water plcs, environmental NGOs, Canal & Rivers Trust, Wyre 
Rivers Trust, NRW, Environment Agency, local authorities, and fire and rescue authorities.

Water Resources West (WRW) https://waterresourceswest.co.uk is a group of abstractors 
(including Dwr Cymru Welsh Water, Severn Trent and United Utilities), their representatives 
and their regulators, working together to ensure the sustainability of water resources, 
considering wider societal needs, environmental improvement and working across sectors. 
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WRW is one of five regional groups across England and Wales and is led by a Director, 
Richard Blackwell, coordinating work on behalf of the group to address pressures of climate 
change, population growth (hence increased water demand) and environmental resilience 
which impact water resource supply.

WRW is working to develop a long-term multi-sector water resource plan to meet anticipated 
increase in water demand of 200 million litres/day by 2050. Initial water resource priorities 
were identified in March 2020, the current stakeholder consultation (January 2022) is about 
strategic choices in the emerging plan, the draft plan will be subject to further consultation 
(Summer 2022) and final plan adopted (Summer 2023).

Environmental destination in the emerging plan considers three scenarios: 

 Meet current environmental regulatory baseline, which will require 3% reduction in 
abstraction, up to £2.00 increase in water bills, demand management and investment 
in new water resources

 Maintain current environmental regulatory baseline into the future, which will require 
7% reduction in abstraction, up to £5.60 increase in water bills and investment in new 
water resources

 Maintain current environmental regulatory baseline into the future and do more in 
specific high-risk catchments (e.g. Wye and Usk), which will require 13% reduction in 
abstraction, up to £10.00 increase in water bills and investment in new water 
resources.

Key points in discussion were about source apportionment (water quality), who should pay 
(water customers or other sectors, such as agriculture), what is the value of water (change 
consumer perception as a cheap utility), and cost of investment to present and future 
generations (e.g. equity issues and water poverty).

Drought resilience and demand management considerations in the emerging plan are:

 Planning for a one in five-year summer drought
 20% reduction in water demand and 50% reduction in leakage by 2050
 Water efficiency standard for all new buildings of 100 litres/person/day.

Emerging draft plan assumes:

 Water supply deficits will be greatest in south and east 
 Demand management and leakage reduction will not be sufficient
 Large scale water transfers (from north and west to south and east) will be required 

at significant cost with associated engineering hard infrastructure (plus embedded 
carbon!) and new supply options from 2040s. 

Overall there seems to be insufficient attention in the draft emerging plan to policy 
integration across water, climate, nature and future farming/land use (e.g. catchment-based 
solutions such as Brecon Beacons Mega-Catchment Project).

James Marsden
26 January 2022


